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Happy New Year!

A recent trip to Asia underscored for me in a very personal way the importance
of a government-based infrastructure to support society and its economic and
social progress. People count on governments to ensure the fundamentals on
which life is conducted. Among these are safety, education, and health. And
health, of course, includes mental health.

Our future as a society will be built on human as well as economic capital. In
the 21st century, with current and anticipated breathtaking developments in
technology, can we afford to let one brain go to waste, one mind underperform,
one life be snuffed out prematurely by suicide?

Over the next 20 to 30 years, psychiatry will be reshaped by genomics and
proteomics, among other advances in neuroscience. Over the next 10 years, our
field will benefit from advances in pharmacogenetics and better understanding
of factors that support and promote the health of neurons. Over the next 5 years,
we will see continuing advances in new medications and other novel techniques
to restabilize the brain and its networks.

The Journal, together with its authors and readers, has active missions in psy-
chiatry today. We passionately support new research into the causes and treat-
ments of behavioral disorders. We bring you the latest results on the efficacy and
effectiveness of psychiatric treatments—from psychotherapy through medica-
tions to convulsive therapy and more recent forms of brain stimulation. After 15
years as the Journal’s editor, I continue to be amazed by the productivity of so
many colleagues in the forefront of research and practice. I also deeply appreci-
ate their generosity of time and spirit as they review the growing number of sub-
missions to our journal. At this joyful time of year, a time of refreshment and
renewal, it is my pleasure to thank Pat Adams in our Editorial Office, the won-
derful staff of Physicians Postgraduate Press in Memphis, and the following la-
dies and gentlemen, who have been our anonymous reviewers from November
16, 2001, to November 19, 2002.

—A.J.G.
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