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Letters to the Editor

Odd Odds

To the Editor: In their Journal article published online ahead of 
print,1 Carpenter et al described a meta-analysis of the relation-
ship between paroxetine treatment and emergent suicidality using 
data from 61 randomized controlled trials in adults. I am puzzled 
that, in their article, they chose to report risk estimates using odds 
ratios (ORs) rather than relative risks (RRs). The latter statistic is 
more easily understood and is generally preferred when random-
ized controlled trials data are available.2 One wonders whether the 
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preference was to allow for adjustment for confounders in down-
stream analyses, given that, when the outcome is rare, RRs and 
ORs differ little.

The abstract of the article reported that, in the primary dataset, 
suicidal behavior was identified in 50 of 8,958 paroxetine patients 
(0.56%) versus 40 of 5,953 placebo patients (0.67%). Whereas this 
translates into an OR of 0.8, the OR actually reported was 1.2. The 
50% difference in value is quite a substantial difference arising from 
statistical adjustment for confounders, if indeed adjustment is an 
explanation for the difference and not reporting error. In this con-
text, the other ORs reported in the abstract showed no or negligible 
variation from their crude values. In any case, if a reported value is 
arrived at after adjustment, it should be specified as such.
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