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Supplementary Table 1. Group characteristics of older depressed patients with low (< 4.48 pg/ml) 

or high levels of TNF-α treated with ECT (n = 96). 

Low TNF-α 
n = 56 

High TNF-α 
n = 40 p-value

Socio-demographics 
 Age, years, mean (SD) 70.8 (7.7) 76.4 (7.7) <0.01 
 Female, No. (%) 36 (64.3) 29 (72.5) 0.4 
 MMSE baseline, mean (SD), n = 81 25.5 (3.9) 21.7 (5.9) <0.01 
 MMSE after ECT, mean (SD) 26.8 (3.6) 25.4 (4.0) 0.1 
 MADRS baseline, mean (SD) 33.9 (8.1) 33.7 (10.3) 0.9 
 Remission, No. (%) 39 (69.6) 25 (64.1) 0.6 
Somatic morbidity 
 Cardiovascular diseases, No (%) 9 (16.4) 13 (33.3) 0.1 
 No. of chronic diseases, median (IQR) 1.0 (1.0) 1.0 (1.0) 0.02 
 Current smoking, No. (%), n = 82 13 (30.2) 8 (21.6) 0.4 
 Current alcohol use, No. (%), n = 91 15 (27.3) 9 (25.7) 0.9 
ECT characteristics 
 ECT sessions, median (IQR) 10.5 (6.0) 11.5 (7.0) 0.8 
 Switch to bilateral ECT, No. (%) 15 (26.8) 14 (35.0) 0.6 
 Use of antidepressants, No. (%), n = 82 7 (16.3) 8 (21.1) 0.6 
 Use of antipsychotics, No. (%), n = 82 3 (7.0 4 (10.5) 0.6 

SD = standard deviation, IQR = inter quartile range, No. = number, MADRS = Montgomery Åsberg 

depression rating scale, TNF-α = tumour necrosis factor- α 
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