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with the exception of fast-remitting ideators and highly 
variable ideators no longer being different (χ2

1 = 2.7, P = .103).

DISCUSSION

We examined the longitudinal course of suicidal ide-
ation among depressed older adults and found evidence of 

4 distinct profiles associated with substantive differences in 
baseline clinical presentations, including personality charac-
teristics, psychiatric comorbidities, and, most importantly, 
history of suicidal behavior. Specifically, we identified a 
chronic severe and a highly variable profile with high rates 
of suicide attempts and death by suicide that contrasted 
with a fast-remitting and a low/non-ideator profile. As 

Figure 3. Comparison of (A) Personality and Social Characteristics, (B) Impulsivity, and (C) Ideation Among Ideation Profilesa

aAll profile means have been scaled and graphically displayed on a range of 0 to 1, corresponding to 2 standard deviations below and above the overall mean, 
respectively.

Abbreviations: PAI-BOR = Personality Assessment Inventory–Borderline Scale, Sens = sensitivity. 
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