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Neighborhood Vulnerability in First-Episode Psychosis

Table 1. Demographic and Clinical Characteristics of the Study Sample

Comparisons across patients and controls Comparisons across both patient groups

Variable
Study sample

(n = 227)
Controls 
(n = 90)

Patients
(n = 137) χ2/U (P)

Cramer 
V/η2

Patients living in less vulnerable 
neighborhoods (n = 74)

Patients living in more vulnerable 
neighborhoods (n = 63) χ2/U (P)

Cramer 
V/η2

Gender n, (%) 6.929 (.008) .175 0.449 (.503) …
Female 92 (40.5) 46 (51.1) 46 (33.6) 23 (31.1) 23 (36.5)
Male 135 (59.5) 44 (48.9) 91 (66.4) 51 (68.9) 40 (63.5)

Age, mean (SD), y 25.40 (6.4) 26.58 (6.15) 24.62 (6.46) 2.605 (.009) .030 24.19 (6.58) 25.13 (6.32) 1.004 (.315) …
Marital status, n (%) 2.274 (.321) … 7.551 (.023) .236

Single 195 (87.1) 73 (83.0) 122 (89.7) 71 (95.9) 51 (82.3)
Steady partner 22 (9.8) 11 (12.5) 11 (8.1) 3 (4.1) 8 (12.9)
Divorced 7 (3.1) 4 (4.5) 3 (2.2) … 3 (4.8)

Vulnerability, mean (SD) 0.0080 (0.0017) 0.0081 (0.0018) 0.0079 (0.0016) 0.280 (.780) … 0.0066 (0.00) 0.0097 (0.00) 10.081 (< .001) .747
Parental socioeconomic status, 

mean (SD)
41.81 (18.91) 44.00 (17.9) 40.34 (19.48) 1.49 (.134) … 44.82 (18.90) 34.51 (18.81) −3.064 (.002) .069

Level of education, n (%) 2.453 (.484) … 11.061 (.011) .285
Elementary school 18 (8.0) 5 (5.6) 13 (9.6) 4 (5.4) 9 (14.5)
Secondary school 132 (58.4) 51 (56.7) 81 (59.6) 39 (52.7) 42 (67.7)
University 71 (31.4) 31 (34.4) 40 (29.4) 30 (40.5) 10 (16.1)
Others 5 (2.2) 3 (3.3) 2 (1.5) 1 (1.4) 1 (1.6)

Age at onset, y, mean (SD) … … 23.85 (6.47) … … 23.11 (6.58) 24.68 (6.28) 1.500 (.134) …
DUP, weeks, mean (SD) … … 13.41 (24.22) … … 17.06 (30.55) 9.82 (15.17) −1.623 (.105) …
Occupational status, n (%) 29.232 (< .001) .365 2.905 (.234) …

Employed 74 (33.8) 49 (54.4) 25 (19.4) 10 (14.1) 15 (25.9)
Unemployed 74 (33.8) 20 (22.2) 54 (41.9) 31 (43.7) 23 (39.7)
Student 71 (32.4) 21 (23.3) 50 (38.8) 30 (42.3) 20 (34.5)

Diagnosis, n (%) … … 4.791 (.571) …
Schizophrenia … … 36 (26.3) 21 (28.4) 15 (23.8)
Schizophreniform disorder … … 23 (16.8) 9 (12.2) 14 (22.2)
Delusional disorder … … 3 (2.2) 1 (1.4) 2 (3.2)
Brief psychotic disorder … … 18 (13.1) 8 (10.8) 10 (15.9)
Psychosis NOS … … 41 (29.9) 25 (33.8) 16 (25.4)
Bipolar disorder with psychotic 

features
… … 13 (9.5) 8 (10.8) 5 (7.9)

Major depressive disorder with 
psychotic features

… … 3 (2.2) 2 (2.7) 1 (1.6)

PAS, mean (SD)
Childhood 0.22 (0.15) 0.18 (0.15) 0.25 (0.15) −3.719 (< .001) .061 0.22 (0.13) 0.28 (0.16) 1.899 (.058) …
Early adolescence 0.26 (0.17) 0.23 (0.17) 0.28 (0.17) −2.408 (.016) .025 0.27 (0.17) 0.30 (0.17) 1.179 (.238) …
Late adolescence 0.26 (0.18) 0.19 (0.14) 0.32 (0.19) −4.678 (< .001) .096 0.29 (0.18) 0.34 (0.20) 1.324 (.185) …

WHODAS, mean (SD) 19.04 (8.30) 13.54 (2.69) 22.67 (8.75) −9.155 (< .001) .370 20.77 (6.92) 24.94 (10.14) 2.221 (.026) .036
Standing for long periods 1.52 (0.87) 1.22 (0.61) 1.71 (0.96) 21.933 (< .001) .312 1.72 (1.05) 1.71 (0.85) 6.092 (.192) …
Household responsibilities 1.50 (0.93) 1.13 (0.47) 1.74 (1.06) 25.914 (< .001) .339 1.55 (0.99) 1.97 (1.11) 10.718 (.030) .281
Learning a new task 1.60 (0.99) 1.10 (0.45) 1.93 (1.12) 47.727 (< .001) .460 1.69 (0.99) 2.21 (1.20) 8.889 (.064) …
Joining in community 

activities
1.87 (1.23) 1.17 (0.60) 2.34 (1.33) 62.289 (< .001) .527 2.15 (1.21) 2.56 (1.44) 8.459 (.076) …

Emotionally affected 2.0 (1.28) 1.13 (0.42) 2.58 (1.33) 77.870 (< .001) .587 2.35 (1.18) 2.85 (1.44) 10.997 (.027) .284
Concentrating 1.85 (1.11) 1.27 (0.63) 2.24 (1.20) 48.502 (< .001) .463 1.95 (1.03) 2.58 (1.3) 10.093 (.039) .272
Walking 1.32 (0.76) 1.03 (0.23) 1.50 (0.92) 23.115 (< .001) .321 1.32 (0.82) 1.72 (0.98) 13.823 (.003) .320
Washing 1.12 (0.47) 1.00 (0.00) 1.20 (0.59) 11.395 (.010) .225 1.11 (0.48) 1.31 (0.69) 7.188 (.066) …
Getting dressed 1.06 (0.32) 1.00 (0.00) 1.10 (0.41) 6.977 (.073) … 1.03 (0.16) 1.19 (0.56) 5.740 (.125) …
Dealing with strangers 1.81 (1.14) 1.26 (0.68) 2.18 (1.23) 40.898 (< .001) .425 2.14 (1.20) 2.24 (1.26) 5.743 (.219) …
Maintaining a friendship 1.66 (1.08) 1.16 (0.53) 1.99 (1.22) 39.112 (< .001) .416 1.86 (1.16) 2.15 (1.29) 3.527 (.474) …
Work/school 1.82 (1.25) 1.09 (0.38) 2.32 (1.39) 59.435 (< .001) .519 2.11 (1.24) 2.56 (1.53) 18.088 (.001) .372
How much did these 

difficulties interfere?
2.14 (1.27) 1.31 (0.72) 2.68 (1.26) 70.111 (< .001) .557 2.54 (1.21) 2.85 (1.30) 3.618 (.460) …

How many days? 10.46 (12.48) 2.98 (7.17) 15.48 (12.79) −7.681 (< .001) .261 13.99 (12.77) 17.26 (12.68) 1.430 (.153) …
Days unable to carry out usual 

activities
4.08 (8.48) 0.20 (1.11) 6.68 (10.14) −6.611 (< .001) .193 4.78 (9.01) 8.95 (11.01) 2.477 (.013) .045

Days reducing usual activities 6.20 (10.21) 0.69 (3.41) 9.93 (11.52) −7.426 (< .001) .224 7.43 (10.38) 12.89 (12.15) 2.755 (.006) .055
PANSS, mean (SD) 51.36 (22.78) 63.17 (22.25) 33.38 (4.43) −11.665 (< .001) .602 62.58 (21.79) 63.86 (22.93) 0.400 (.689) …

Positive factor 1.72 (1.08) 1.00 (0.02) 2.19 (1.17) −9.775 (< .001) .422 2.17 (1.24) 2.22 (1.08) 0.513 (.608) …
Negative factor 1.99 (1.14) 1.09 (0.25) 2.58 (1.12) −11.377 (< .001) .572 2.62 (1.10) 2.53 (1.16) –0.608 (.543) …
Disorganized factor 1.73 (0.96) 1.15 (0.34) 2.11 (1.05) −8.464 (< .001) .316 1.99 (0.92) 2.25 (1.17) 1.08 (.280) …
Excited factor 1.31 (0.65) 1.04 (0.15) 1.48 (0.79) −6.807 (< .001) .205 1.49 (0.79) 1.47 (0.78) 0.284 (.777) …
Depressed factor 1.85 (1.07) 1.22 (0.44) 2.27 (1.15) −8.465 (< .001) .317 2.36 (1.16) 2.17 (1.14) −1.044 (.297) …

Abbreviations: DUP = duration of untreated psychosis, NOS = not otherwise specified, PANSS = Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale, PAS = Premorbid Adjustment Scale, WHODAS = World Health Organization Disability 
Assessment Schedule.




